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RIT and Lexile Measure—How They Connect
What is the Lexile measure shown on MAP reports? 
A Lexile® range is a measure (displayed as a 150-point range) resulting from a correlation between the Measures 
of Academic Progress® (MAP®) Reading RIT score and the MetaMetrics® Lexile scale to assist in identifying level-
appropriate reading material for an individual student. The Lexile range is based on the Lexile measure plus 50 
points and minus 100 points. This is intended to include reading materials that a student can read independently 
(the lower end of the range up to the Lexile measure) up through materials for which a student would benefit 
from instruction (the upper end of the range above the Lexile measure).

How are the Lexile measure grade bands correlated with the RIT scale?
Research from the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers associates ranges 
of text complexity with grade bands. This shows the ranges of text complexity that students need to be able to read 
independently at each grade band in order to be on track for college and career readiness. Based on the correlation 
of Lexile measures with the Reading RIT scale, the following table shows what the matching RIT bands are.

Grade Band Lexile Bands Associated with 
College and Career Readiness*

Associated Reading RIT Band

K-1 N/A <202

2-3 420L-820L 190-212

4-5 740L-1010L 208-223

6-8 925L-1185L 218-232

9-10 1050L-1335L 225-241

11-CCR 1185L-1385L 232-244

Grade Bands related to Lexile measure and RIT

*Source: Supplemental Information for Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy: 
New Research on Text Complexity
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NWEA has nearly 40 years of experience helping educators accelerate student learning through computer-based 
assessment suites, professional development offerings, and research services.
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RIT to Lexile measure correlation RIT Lexile

Note: Lexile measures of 100 are often shown as “BR” on reports, indicating “Beginning Reader” level. Correlation data from study completed in 1999.

How is the Lexile measure correlated to the MAP assessment?
NWEA™ Research collaborated with MetaMetrics, the company that developed the Lexile measure, to create a 
conversion software to calculate the Lexile measure and range from the RIT scale. MetaMetrics provided NWEA 
with a set of items that had Lexile estimates. After performing a correlation study, NWEA derived the formula and 
software to show the relationship between RIT and the Lexile measure. The relationship between the Reading RIT 
score and the Lexile range is a simple linear transformation of the observed Reading RIT score.  


